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wart, von G. Diettrich (Giessen: Ricker, 1901 ; pp. 15; M. 0.40), is a 
practical address of a German pastor. He finds the Old Testament 
to be of especial value (1) in this pessimistic age by being a compen- 
dium of hope ; (2) in this day when right and wrong, good and evil, 
are forgotten or confused, it is a compendium of righteousness ; (3) 
when abstract thinking is set aside, it is a text-book of simple percep- 
tions of truth. The pastor who enters the Old Testament with these 
fundamental ideas will find in it a mine of spiritual riches. — Ira M. 
Price. 

Histoire des Israilites depuis la ruine de leur indlpendance nationals 
jusqu'a nos jours. Par Theodore Reinach. 2° . Edition. (Paris : 
Hachette, 1901 ; pp. xix + 415; fr. 4.) This book is intended as a 
popular introduction to the history of the Jews from the time of their 
ultimate subjection under Hadrian. It is written in a clear, attractive 
manner ; but the view-point taken throughout is one-sided, with the 
result that the picture drawn of the Jews from the point of time 
mentioned up to the present is a greatly idealized one. Thus the aim 
and the raison eTitre of the legal system which, from the Maccabsean 
period on, was the predominant factor in Judaism, and which culmi- 
nated in the production of the Talmud, was, according to Reinach, to 
adjust the Mosaic law "to the needs of practical life;" the task of the 
traditional law consisted in removing the obscurities and contradic- 
tions, and in supplying the gaps in the Mosaic law (p. 20). The study 
and interpretation of the law are held up as the sole and exclusive 
inspiration of the Jews from the time they lost their national inde- 
pendence (pp. 22 ff.). As if the center and essence of all their aspira- 
tions, as well as of their zealous study and punctilious observance of the 
law, were not the messianic hope. But the messianic hope and the copi- 
ous apocalyptic literature to which it gave rise do not receive any con- 
sideration in the book; are merely alluded to casually in the description 
of the sectarian and pseudo-Messiah Sabbatai Zevi of the seventeenth 
century and of his successors of the eighteenth century (pp. 240 ff.). — 
Moses Buttenwieser. 

Avangile de Jean et Actes des Apdtres. Par Alfred Schroeder. 
(Lausanne: Bridel & C, 1899; pp. 558 ; fr. 10.) The author states, 
in a brief preface, that this second edition — the first was published in 
1885 — of his commentary on John and Acts was made necessary by 
the recent contributions to the history of the apostolic period. A 
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cursory glance at the generous introductory matter to both John and 
Acts in this second edition shows that the author has not spared any 
pains to bring that part of his commentary up to date. The recent 
contributions of Harnack, Beyschlag, Zahn, and other German his- 
torians have obtained a fair and ample treatment. In discussing the 
still unsettled "Johannine question," Schroeder holds to the traditional 
view. In Acts he likewise prefers the later date of Paul's conversion. 
The exegetical comments in both books are very full, critical, thor- 
oughly evangelical in tone, and very profitable as elucidations of the 
text. — A. J. Ramaker. 

Rabbi Jesus, Sage and Saviour. By Wm. Macintosh. (London : Wm. 
Blackwood, 1901; pp. x+274; 3s. 6d., net.) One would readily dis- 
cover on reading this book, even if the preface did not say so, that its 
various chapters were originally given as popular addresses. After this 
fashion the author treats, in the first two chapters, the condition of find- 
ing the truth and of knowing God. In the next he shows that the Bible is 
differentiated from all other "sacred books" in that it declares the love 
of God. Then follows a very good chapter on the sinlessness of Jesus. 
As to Christ's teachings, he shows that they were directed to the inherent 
but undeveloped instinct of human nature for truth and right. Citing a 
few of the characteristic sayings of Jesus, he undertakes to show that 
his doctrines, according to contemporary criticism, are scientifically 
verifiable. His chapter on " The Teaching of the Incarnation " is 
good as far as it goes, but it does not go very deep. He quotes the 
main theories concerning Christ, and declares the inadequacy of all 
except that which holds that he is very God manifest in the flesh. 
He quotes with approval Ruskin's statement as found in Praeterita, ii, 
208. For a book covering such a range of topics the title seems a bit 
strange, not to say inappropriate. However, the book will be helpful 
to those who, though having slight knowledge of some of the religious 
problems of the day, have neither time, training, nor scholarship for 
more thorough study. — Gross Alexander. 

Jesu Gottheit und das Kreuz. Von A. Schlatter. ["Beitrage zur 
Forderung christlicher Theologie," V (1901), 5. Heft.] (Gutersloh: 
Bertelsmann, 1901 ; pp. 90; M. 1.20.) Starting with the contention 
of Konrad Grass that the deity of Jesus is manifested solely in his 
overcoming of the Gottverlassenheit in which he was placed on the 
cross and in his restoration to communion with God, and finding that 



